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The tribal weapons of the Kavirondo people consist of a pair of small-bladed spears, one for throwing, the other for use at close quarters , bows and arrows are used to a slight extent, and a short sword, broadly oval near the point and tapering to the handle, has been adopted from the Masai Their shields, made of raw hide, are about four feet long and fifteen inches wide, rounded at both ends Some of the people m South Kavirondo carry-large shields of an oval shape, and about six feet long
The traveller or tourist, when visiting Kavirondo, will notice how the entire population of each village will run to the gate of the enclosure to see him and his caravan pass, and as soon as he has gone a little way they leave the village and take up their positions on ant-hills, to get a last view of the white man and his followers Their favourite attitude is to stand on one leg, resting the sole of the other foot above the knee of the leg on which they stand, leaning against each other for mutual support if they are in a group, or resting on a spear or staff if standing sepaiately]
WRITING to me from the Central Province on January 22nd, 1904, Sub-Commissioner W Grant, C M G , stated
11 Amongst the Kavirondo, a chief is buried in his hut, in a sitting position, with the head above ground His principal wives have to remain in the hut until such time as the flesh on the skull becomes decomposed and falls offi The head is then taken and buried underground They have a great many customs which it would hardly do to put in pprmt" ,
My acquaintance with the people of Kavirondp is very limited I passed through their country in 1899 m company with Sir Harry Johnston, who 'was proceeding to Uganda on a special mission Those were the days before the railway came,